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The Bridges to Prosperity 
(B2P) Mission

To provide isolated communities with access 
to essential health care, education, and 
economic opportunities by building footbridges 
over impassable rivers. 

Source: http://bridgestoprosperity.org/



Bridges to Prosperity - http://bridgestoprosperity.org/

National Geographic Magazine

In March 2001, B2P founder, Ken Frantz, saw a photo in National Geographic Magazine
that moved him to action.

http://bridgestoprosperity.org/


Why Bridges?
• Bridges create connection

• Rural isolation is a root cause of poverty

• Connection creates opportunity

Source: http://bridgestoprosperity.org/



B2P Staff
(bridge design, 

materials, 
substructure 
construction)

Local Leadership 
(bridge site, 

accommodations, local 
volunteers)

Industry Team
(funding, traveling 

volunteers, 
superstructure 
construction)

B2P Bridge Program



Our Unique Team of Volunteers

Marné Helbing
Jeff CarlsonScott WilsonJohn Hastings

Patrick Mongomery
Michelle Romage-ChambersGary Kinchen

Carlos Ramirez

Carter Bearden



Santiago and El Macho

4 Hour Drive

1.5 Hour Drive





Lurá



Lurá





The Objective



The Bridge

• Main Span: 30m (98.4 feet)
• 5 Primary Steps of Construction

Step 1: Foundations and masonry pedestalsStep 2: Construct & raise towersStep 3: Hang main cablesStep 4: Hang suspenders (~30)Step 5: Install decking

16.9m 16.9m30 m



“Stretch and Fletch”



Anchorage Excavation



Anchorage Foundation



Tower Foundation



Tower Pedestals & Ramp 
Construction



Tower Pedestals & Ramp 
Construction



Bridge Site at Arrival



Scaffold Construction



Scaffold Construction



Tower Assembly



Tower Assembly



Tower Horizontal 
Construction & Scaffold



Tower Lift



Tower Lift



Vertical Tower With Cables



Setting Sag in Main Cables



Setting Sag in Main Cables



Installing Tower Clamps



Bending Suspenders



Hang Suspenders



Hang Suspenders



Suspenders



Install Decking



Install Decking



Install Decking



Install Decking



Deck & Fall Protection 
Complete 



Completed Bridge



Inauguration Day



















Speeches



Speeches



Speeches



Speeches



Blessing



Ribbon Cutting



Load Test (max LL)



Load Testing



Load Testing



Celebrate Good Times





The TN Team – Rocky Top











What It’s All About…



2019



Bolivia

Lurá



The school in Lura

LaMarca













More Information:
www.bridgestoprosperity.org
carter.bearden@hdrinc.com
hastings@aisc.org
swilson@palmernet.com
marne.helbing@tn.gov
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